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	Category
	Unacceptable
(Below Standards)
	Acceptable
(Meets Standards)
	Good
(Occasionally Exceeds)
	Excellent
(Exceeds Standards)
	Score

	Introduction
	Does not adequately convey topic. Does not describe subtopics.
	Conveys topic but not key questions(s). Describes subtopics.
	Conveys topic and key question(s). Clearly delineates subtopics.
	Strong introduction of key topic question(s).  Clearly delineates subtopics
	10

	Focus and Sequencing
	Little evidence. Logically organized into topics and subtopic. Many transitions unclear. 
	Most material clearly related to subtopic and topic. Material may lack organization within subtopics.  Attempts to provide transitions but are not always clear.
	All material clearly related to topic and subtopics. Transitions are clear linking main subtopics to topic. 
	All material clearly related to topic and subtopics. Strong organization and integration of material within subtopics. Transitions are strong & clearly linking subtopics with topic
	20

	Support
	Few sources supporting topic.  Sources are not acceptable
	Sources are generally acceptable but are not all   peer-reviewed journal articles (evidenced based). 
	Sources are mostly acceptable and are peer-reviewed journal articles (evidence based). 
	Sources are all recent and are all peer-reviewed journal articles (evidence based).
	20

	Conclusion
	Does not summarize evidence.  Does not discuss impact of researched articles to topic. 
	Reviews key conclusions. Some integration with subtopics to topic.
	Strong review of key conclusions.  Strong integration with subtopics to topics
	Strong review of key conclusions.  Strong integration with subtopics to topics. Discussion insightful from researched material.
	20

	Grammar and Mechanics
	Many grammatical errors or spelling and punctuation errors.
	Very few grammatical errors or spelling and punctuation errors.
	Grammatical errors or spelling and punctuation errors are rare.
	No grammatical or spelling errors. No punctuation errors.
	10

	APA Style & Communications
	Many errors in APA style.  Communication is informal and with unclear passages.
	Few errors in APA style.  Communication is mostly formal with few unclear passages.
	Rare errors in APA style.  Scholarly style. Communication is mostly 
formal with rare unclear passages.
	No errors in APA style.  Scholarly style. Communication is formal with very passages.
	10

	Citations and References
	References are not recent. Many errors in citations. 
	Two references are not recent. Some errors in citations.
	One reference is not recent. One error in citations.
	All references are recent.  No errors in citations.
	5

	SafeAssign Score
	Scores greater than 40%
	Scores between 15 and 40%
	Scores between 10 and 14%
	Scores less than 10%
	5



Length of manuscript – Twelve to fifteen pages - which does not include reference page(s). 
Number of References – Ten to twelve and must be recent – three years or less unless original/seminal journal article.

Paper/Manuscript: You are to write a paper suitable for publication. This is to be 12-15 page double spaced, APA style, with correct grammar and spelling. Specifically, this is to analyze risk factors that may impede optimum acute disease management that may contribute to a longer length of stay and/or recidivism. Paper topic and proposed journal for submission must be approved by Dr. Lynch-Smith.  Please see the list of potential topics that are attached below.
VERY IMPORTANT: As with any other idea for possible publication, this process must begin with an extensive literature review. Use PUBMED. If a topic has been written about at any length within the past few years, publishers will not be interested unless there is a new development or different perspective. So you must first do your research and literature reviews before deciding your topic. The next step is to review journals that you feel would publish this topic. You must know the audiences for each journal and if it will be appropriate for your topic. So, review journals you are thinking of using for article flow/structure and features. These beginning steps will help tremendously with this process.
Manuscript Rubric - See Attachment
SafeAssign Direct Submit - Download as a Draft. Do not include references as this will increase your SafeAssign score.
https://help.blackboard.com/SafeAssign/Instructor/DirectSubmit
If you have any difficulty in downloading your manuscript, please let me know and I will download for you.

